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of £70,000, borne down by persecution and scandalous
tongues, died in a lodging-house at Boulogne. The gal-
lant Lally was judicially murdered : Olive perished by his
own hand.
When Suraj-ud-Daula marched on Calcutta in 1756, it
is said, that he received from the French at Ghandernagore
250 barrels of gunpowder and a promise of 3J lacs of
rupees. French deserters also served his Artillery at the
Siege of Calcutta. These considerations blotted out all
kindly memories of the reception the French had given
to the fugitive English : the utter ruin of the French fac-
tories had become a part of Olive's inflexible will. For tlie
story of how Olive's will was carried into effect, the suffer-
ings of the gallant chiefs of Chandernagore,-»Cossim"*Bazar,
and Dacca, the reader must consult Mr. S. C. Hill's receat
work Three Frenchmen in Bengal.
The site of the Old Fort is easily found, for if we station
ourselves on the East side of the Lai Dighi Tank, the Fort
would have been between where we are now standing and
the river. It was almost square in shape, built of brick,
and flanked with four bastions, with six guns each, but
without ramparts or glacis.
* 'The southern curtain, about four feet thick, not raised to its full height,
was provided only with a battery of three guns; there was a similar battery to
the west, but the rest of the west curtain was only a wall of mud and brick,
about a foot and-a-half thick, and eight or ten feet high, there were ware-
houses ranged against the east curtain which faced the Ganges, and which was
still in process of construction; the whole of this side had no ditch^ and that
round the other sides was dry, only four feet in depth, and a mere ravine.
The walls of the Fort up to the ramparts were fifteen feet high, and the
houses on the edge of the counterscarp, whioh commanded it, were as much
as thirty feet0 Renault quoted by S. C. Hill: Tfoee frenchmen in
Bengal, pp. 18, 19.
Such was the condition of the Chandernagore Citadel
when the webs of Olive and Watson gathered round it in
1757. It was practically the ruin of a For$ that had never
been completed. The garrison consisted of 273 soldiers,
117 of whom were deserters from Olive's camp, 120 sailor^
70 half-caste and European civilians, 167 sepoys and
topasses and 100 others. To protect their river front,
the French sunk four ships in a narrow passage, a little
below the town, but the masts of the sunken vessels
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